


 
 
 
We understand that the coin and bullion industry can be confusing and there is an over-abundance of 

information out there.  It’s hard to know who to trust and who might be trying to take advantage of 
your lack of knowledge. We want you to feel confident and comfortable doing business with us, so we 
developed “The Ultimate Guide to Buying & Selling Coins & Bullion” to share some of the knowledge and 
experience that we’ve obtained over the years. Our goal in writing this guide is to give you the basic 
facts and help you to make informed buying and selling decisions.  
 
We hope that you use this guide as a resource in the future and that you will contact us if you have any 
further questions. You can call us at (404) 236-9744, email us at sales@atlantagoldandcoin.com, or find 
us on the web at www.atlantagoldandcoin.com.  
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Terminology Con’t 

Numismatic Coins Coins that are primarily bought and sold for their collectability or rarity are 

commonly referred to as numismatic coins.  Numismatic coins have a value that 

exceeds the underlying metal content of the coins.   

Peace Silver Dollar U.S. silver dollars minted from 1921 – 1935.  Peace silver dollars contain 90% 

silver content and weigh 26.7 grams. While semi key date Peace dollars exist, the 

two key date coins are the Philadelphia issued Peace dollars from 1921 and 1928. 

Professionally Graded Coins  Coins that have been authenticated, slabbed, and graded by a third party coin 

grading company.  Professionally graded coins typically sell for more than their 

raw (ungraded) counterparts. 

Proof Coins Proof coins are specially minted coins for coin collectors and investors of 

numismatic coins.  They are typically lower mintage than their bullion 

counterparts, and contain a mirror-like finish background and frosted foreground. 

Rare Coins Oftentimes synonymous with ‘old’ or ‘numismatic’ coins, rare coins are usually 

difficult to find low mintage coins that sell at a premium.  Rare coins are 

especially popular with coin collectors or numismatists.  

Raw Coins Coins that have not been authenticated, slabbed, or graded by a third party coin 

grading company. 

Rounds Rounds are privately minted gold, silver and platinum bullion that are circular and 

resemble coins, although they are not legal tender. Rounds depict various images 

on the front and back.   

Semi Key Date Coins Semi key date coins are lower mintage coins, but not as low mintage or rare as 

key date coins.  These coins typically sell at a premium over the melt value of the 

coins, and therefore, are not considered junk silver coins. 

Slabbed Coins Coins that have been sonically welded or sealed in a tamper-proof hard plastic 

holder. 

Spot Price The spot price of precious metals is the current market price per troy ounce.  

Gold, silver and platinum are traded on the commodities market, which fluctuates 

throughout the day.  The current price is based on supply and demand at any 

particular point in time.  

Sterling Silver Sterling silver is composed of 92.5% pure silver.  This is a higher purity of silver 

than most government issued silver coins.  Franklin mint bars and rounds are 

commonly composed of sterling silver. 

Troy Ounce The unit of measurement used when weighing precious metals.  A troy ounce 

differs from a standard ounce in that it contains 31.1 grams as opposed to 28 

grams. 

Uncirculated Coins Uncirculated coins are coins that display little to no signs of wear.  Because of the 

way coins are minted, packaged and distributed, they may display minimal wear, 

such as slight surface scratches and rim nicks. Having a coin professionally graded 

will certify the condition and extent of wear, if any, on the coin.  
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http://atlantagoldandcoin.clients.fweem.com/coin/sell-old-rare-coins/
http://atlantagoldandcoin.clients.fweem.com/Rare_Coin_Guide.pdf


http://atlantagoldandcoin.clients.fweem.com/coin/sell-gold-coins/
http://atlantagoldandcoin.clients.fweem.com/coin/sell-silver-coins/
http://atlantagoldandcoin.clients.fweem.com/coin/sell-platinum-coins/
http://www.kitco.com/charts/livegold.html
http://www.kitco.com/charts/livesilver.html
http://www.kitco.com/charts/liveplatinum.html
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http://www.amazon.com/Handbook-United-States-Coins-2014/dp/0794841880/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1400848032&sr=8-2&keywords=blue+book+coins
http://www.amazon.com/Handbook-United-States-Coins-2014/dp/0794841880/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1400848032&sr=8-2&keywords=blue+book+coins
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